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Abstract

This research comparatively examines contemporary Arabic poetry (Tafayleh
School, i.e. Dactyl meter/Free Verse school of poetry) and its interaction with the
Arab metropolis, specifically in the works of Bader Shakir Al-Sayyab (with focus
on his poetry) and Nazik Al-Malaika (with focus on her work in criticism). The
research attempts to question the boundaries of ‘renewal' efforts for that phase in
Arabic poetry by comparison with experiences from Western poetry that deals

with the city as a thematic central focus.

This research focuses on the relations of the Arab cultural systems and the
position of the city and the village in the then—new poetic form. With reference to
the attempts of critics to chronicle Arab poetic modernity, this study attempts to
deconstruct the interaction of the Tafayleh (Dactyl meter/free verse) school with
Western poetry and its cultural questions revolving around Western modernist
metropolis, in order to understand the relevance of this regenerative attempt

within the Arab cultural environment or its alienation from said environment.

While the research will address critical approaches claiming that the development
of contemporary Arabic poetry was a natural result of its continuous attempts at
renewal, the study will conduct a comparative reading of many other critical
claims, to gauge whether the change was really a direct derivative of the change
in Western poetry. This claim casts aside if such change in Western poetry is
made in form or in content. The study aims to test if such change in Arabic
poetry resulted from ignoring the power relations on which the globalization of a
European centric style of poetic writing basis itself. The study starts from the city,
as a thematic tool for comparison, yet aims to understand the mechanisms and

its implications on the process of poetic renewal.
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